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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Hi Bill
 Thanks for your 
continuing reporting of 
Hickson Trail activities.
 We would like to 
clarify our financial 
requirements. We believe 
that for the $60,000 
mentioned in last week’s 
Gazette we can have the 
two bridges in place, and 
at least a hike able trail. 
To have a finished trail 
that is a delight for young 
families, and cyclists to 
use we will need the full 
$90,000+ of our original 
budget.
 Yours truly
  Ross Campbell

HICKSON TRAIL COMMITTEE
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 A government-funded 
Health Technology Fund 
project at peopleCare 
nursing homes could lead 
to transformation and 
money savings for nursing 
homes all across the 
province.
 Jennifer Killing, Vice 
president of Quality 
and Innovation at 
peopleCare Tavistock 
said that pharmacists-led 
medication reconciliation 
has both clinical and 
time-saving benefits for 
caregivers and nurses at 
the time of long-term care 
transition.
 The two-year research 
project is a partnership 
with peopleCare and 
Hogan Pharmacy with 
data collection monitored 
by a research team at the 
University of Windsor. 
Through months of talks, 
the group has created and 
implemented a communi-
cation and documentation 
tool that will help patients 
transition between 
hospitals and nursing 
homes more quickly and 
efficiently with respect to 
their medication history.
 When a resident is 
hospitalized for any 
surgery or condition, 
their medications are 
usually dropped during 
the treatment stage. When 
they are re-admitted to 
the long term care facility, 
nurses must review their 
medications and get doctor 
and pharmacist approvals 
before re-administering 
them. The point of the 
project is that pharmacists 
are better qualified to 
make those decisions from 
the outset, leaving more 
time for the nurses to do 
the caregiving. 
 It is estimated that 
re-admissions take about 
80 hours of work time. 
Nurses and staff must 
review medication lists, 
read the labels on each 
and every medication, and 
put together a report for 
the doctor or pharmacist 
to review. “It can be 
very complicated,” Ms. 
Killing said. And with 
60 admissions per year 
in the 100-bed home 
in Tavistock, many on 
nights and weekends, 
residents usually have 
to wait for reviews and 
recommendations before 

they can get back to their 
regular routine.
 The solution is a very 
high-tech, automated 
dispensing cabinet that 
links the long term care 
facility to a 24/7 pharmacy. 
It’s a mini pharmacy in the 
home. Instead of waiting 
for medication delivery, 
it works like a vending 
machine that tracks 
inventory. Nurses can 
get the medications in a 
safe way through security 
protocols that only allow 
the specified medications 
to be accessible.
 Ensuring that 
pharmacists are involved 
throughout the transition 
process means the right 
people will have access to 
the right information, at 
the right time.
 By use of the 
PointClickCare electronic 
health record, the 
hospitals, nursing 
homes and pharmacies 
can connect and share 
valuable information. 
peopleCare Tavistock 
nurses are using mobile 

tablets on their carts as 
well as iPods to input 
resident information on a 
real-time basis. 
 The model is some-
thing the partnership 
feels should be in all 
nursing homes in Ontario. 
“peopleCare has always 
been on the leading edge 
of technology use,” Jenn 
said. “We not only want to 
do better, we want to do it 
more efficiently,” she said. 
The peopleCare group of 
homes have already seen 
reductions in medication 
errors and omissions with 
an improved focus on 
direct resident care.
 The project grant of 
$476,348 is being provided 
through Ontario’s Health 
Technologies Fund to 
support the development 
of Ontario-based health 
technologies that improve 
care for people, bring 
value to the health care 
system and create jobs. 

peopleCare implements
two-year medications 

research partner project

BILL GLADDING / TAVISTOCK GAZETTE

Jennifer Killing (left), Vice-President of Quality and Innovation at peopleCare Tavistock examines 
the dispensary equipment in the Tavistock long-term care home with Teresa Pitre, Vice-President 
of Hogan Pharmacy.
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BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 
    Cindy Herold and Bill 
Campbell are pleased 
to announce the birth of 
their son Luke William 
Herold born on May 17, 
2017 and weighed 7 lbs.  
10 oz. 
 Spoiling privileges 
go to grandparents Mary 
Ann and Harvey Herold, 
great grandmother Verna 
Herold, Aunt Tammy and 
Uncle Shane O'Toole, 
Uncle Kenneth Herold, 
and cousins Scott, Nicole 
and Brett Bell.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 
Grandma and Grandpa Roth 
(Murray and Barb) are blessed 
yet again with our third grandson 
Michael John Fuller. 
He was born on Mother's Day -
May 14th, 2017 weighing 9 lb.5 oz. 
and he is doing great. Mommy and 
Daddy (Lindsay and Nick Fuller) 
are delighted with another son. Big 
brother Jacob, is so proud to finally 
be "the big brother"and loves 
Michael so much. Uncle Mitch has 
another nephew to spoil as well as 
Aunt Katie and Uncle Scott. Cousin 
Nash is amazed! 
   Great grandparents Mahlon and 
Erma Roth and Mike and Ursula 

McLaughlin are so missed especially at times like this.
 "We thank God for the miracle of birth"!


